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First Nations

Lot 1 Headingley, west of the boundary of the
Caron farm, was an aboriginal hunting and
camping place. From this point, dangers could
be seen approaching from the West or East
along the Assiniboine, or South across the tall
grass prairie. Water, food, wood and shelter
were all present here. On the Kuyper site
(operated as a market garden from the 1930's
to the 1980Q°s) artifacts dating back more than
3,000 vyears have been found and
documented.

Métis People

This was one of the largest settlements or
winter quarters for Métis buffalo hunters, who
followed the great herds of Bison across the
tall grass prairie every spring and fall. The
Métis settled all along the river in this area,
the high ground of Charleswood being
relatively safe from spring flooding. Many
Métis families lived in this area before the
arrival of the Caron family. Transportation
routes included cart trails South and West
across the prairie as well as East/West boat
and winter travel on the Assiniboine.

First River Lots and the Caron House

Charles Antoine Caron and George Caron, (a
distant relative), came to farm in the Parish of
St. Charles in 1880. They built a wooden
frame home 200 metres west of the later farm
site. They purchased 2,400 acres of land,
stretching from Willow Ridge Road, west to
Lot 1 Headingley, and 4 miles in depth. The
Queen Anne style brick veneer Caron House,
still standing, was built by George Caron in
1905 on lots 71 and 72.

The Caron Farm

In what is now Caron Park, the Caron Farm
had a large barn, cheese factory, a blacksmith
shop and even a windmill for pumping water.
A ferry crossing was added by the Carons to
get their produce across the river to St
Charles and the Portage Trail. River West Park
and Westdale now rest upon just part of the
original Caron farm. The area 2 miles south of
Wilkes was included in the farms as “hay
privilege”, as it consisted of natural tall grass
prairie.

Caro Farm
Caron and LaFléche Family Histories

Charles Caron and Amandine LaFléche were
married in Louiseville Quebec. George married
Charles Caron'’s sister, Virginie.

» 1883 — Charles was elected member of
Assiniboia Council

1891 — George was appointed assessor
1901 — George was Reeve of Assiniboia
for 3 years, and inspector of Public
Institutes from 1907-1912
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With a stake made in the Australian gold rush,
Jude (Jules Louis) LaFleche bought lot 74 from
the Carons and lived in a home built in 1885
by his son Honoré, on the river bank just west
of the Perimeter Hwy. Jude LaFléche (Sainte
Anne de la Perade, PQ) was married to Odile
Lessard (Louiseville, PQ). The eldest son,
Honoré, came to Manitoba in 1882 and served
at Batoche with Middleton. Honoré received
‘scrip land’ as a returned soldier’s benefit.

The Passage and St. Charles Ferry

The ferry at the Passage (1870-1908, Berkley
St. North across to Rouge Rd.), was moved to
the Caron/St. Charles site (1908-59), as the
water was deeper than the historic ford which
became very shallow in late summer. (The
Passage historic site, was a traditional bison
crossing and Red River cart ford.)

St. charles Ferry Wh Church dii
and Convent
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